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e South Vietnamese Mindstry of Heanith
ow reports 2,000 childven are being placed
orphanagcs cach mionvh; already there aro
0CO  whose iamilles’. have "olficialiy”
righod. RN YYDy ’

As the peasants flee fror

e

Py

L ye

e

e}
©

the bombers on
one hand and Vietcony mobiiluniions on
other, tae numbor of refugoes apHronlies
1,500,800, Lo .

AL the samie time, the natlonal healvh pro-

s ateadily detorlorated. Dys

phoic fever and:tuberculosis z L 2Cone
cndomic. More than 46 per cons of tho Viet-
namese dic within the first 18 yeats L life.

According to The London I'inics, yihiere were
2,002 enses of bubonic plague during the frst
E months of 1666, spread By sick and
= rals - In search of foox at & lime
104,000 acres of producing land has
1 chemically sterilized and countless tons
of rice made ncaible. -
x tho coursc of uch mounting hor-
. varous military leaders and sclentists
vo used he vl oS E “1aboratory” for the
and more eifective weap-
adnhesive napalm, which cings
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ns, “razor” bombs, gases, bomb-
; and delolinits.

Jhe Norti we can assurae on the basis
2at reports tint the sivuation is little
v, George FMuessler, for ¢xampie, a
tholic Welfare ropresentative in
ietnam to picpare for humanitarian

Wess Germony, reports 70 heal
. nove boeh wll or partially destroyed
Wy nombing ralds,

¥a the colwss of 6o Lo lglatmiags,
more than 8,600 Americans have given el
Many more have been gravely wounded.
ny of them could nave ceseribed,
er bricly, the regime for whose per-
ation shey gave thelr fnal sacr
How many have beel spirituaily wounaed

accomplices, hardened, pornhaps for the
0 their lives, to hiunan sufering and
mized against the finer human gualities
yrapathy aud compassion?

Tn the year that has passed since we lasy
spoke, the weight of evidence against this war
1ias roached mountalnous proporsions.

Wo therefore call again upon our coun-
trymen and goverament:

To stop the air avbocks on both No
South Vietnom, v once, unilaterally, nov
simply as a political move in the direction

- negotintions, but because those atbtacks

an afrond to human decency and un-
worthy of a great people;

Te e ess o clear intention to withdraw all
.8, military forces from Vietnam, consistent
1 the 1054 Genceva Agreements, to take of-
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v arrangements to assure the Vietnamese
2 o frece cholece of government;

To state uncquivoeally U.S. readiness to ne-
cosiate an end to the war on the basis of
Lvhe 1054 Azreemenis, with the National Lib-

ot ront as one of the principals in the
negotiavions. .

We appeal toall concerned parties to pledge
chemseives to more representasive and re-
sponsible zovernment in South Vietnam.

Wo ask our fellow Amcricans to begin the
vork of repentance and heallng in Victnara.
we have pald for the maiming. We connot
sxeuse ourselves from the consequences.
more Tundantentally for o national
. ~avion of conscience. We Americans
Loast ol o religious hieritoge; many speals with
B of the “Godless.” Yet no act of brutal-
ivy iniuiated by Ameriean or s ¢ Jorecs,
wo he o violation of the ctiicsl valucs
FiA icans profess; ay the sane L, enenay
sarocities of far lessor miagnitude are deciled
wivh vigor. .

mvery life on this plavet is n some soenso
subjeet o the decisiin. miado by w0 worlds
wemshiest, most poweriul people,
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ng glue to the ilesh of 1ts unfortu-

immediately on conclusion of satisfac-

s

man's history,
anted  with the
ni o deatin,
It is late, Dav 0ot Lo lats, to choose life.
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Visis 10 SAGON
(By Alfrcd Hassler, executlve sceretary of
the ellowship of Reconcillation, ke In-
{ernational Coramittee of Consclence on
Vietnani) .
My visit consisted of two week-long stays

. in Salgon, separnted by Iour aays in Floug

Kong, an arrangement that made iU unneces-
sary to apply for a visa. The first week ¢oin~
ciced with tne Vietuamese New YV (Tet)
and the truce arvanged for that od, Dur=
ing this time I stayed one nicht at the
Hotel Caravelle and the rest of thie week ab
tho Hotel Majestic, bot: heavily pairon-
szed by Amerlcans and widely reputed to bhe
under the close surveillance of the CIa, in-

'

cluding “bugged” rooms, cic. o the
sccond Wweek nad a room: in 2 rooming

nouse operated by & Buddinist Tumily in -
otlhior scctiol of she city, somcwial less conn
vendent but consideralny me

[ocause » Catic Lrmaad L owarm letrers
o7 introduction fren: Thich Nuat Hanh, Twis
accepted Tully into circles ol people in Salgon
who, by theéir own admaission. have not folf
able o toli fraukiy and honestly with #7.v7
American—or inceed any Westeraer—for Liie

wop of Evie, Pag .
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Western groups in Vicwn
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oliclal &
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iaat on these matiers they, and some of the
representatives of such Wosv grouns who
tonG to confirm thelr suspdclons, are boetter
mformed thoan I,
. Tais is oune of
gots in Salgos

that penne 5

o? the americana
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I spent oll of my time in Saigon and Cho-
10m, thie Ohinesc scovion of the city. T had
hoped o geb 0 some of ihe

whi ol Youih for
Social Scervice v i
considered. it vo D2 ; for mic o
co so and datly 1 scd vo take me, I nejther
sought or hnd 1 any olficials
oi cith me South Viet.amese or the Amer-
{fcan governie: . members of the
press, I did visic some of the voluntary agen-
cies whose headguarters. are in Saigon, in-
cluding the Vietnarcse christian Scrvice op-
erntec jointly by ihe alenneonites, Church
wearld Sevvice and Lautheran World Service;
tho American Fricads Secvice Committee, the

villagos i

International Coramittec of the Red Cross,

esc. Most of miy time, however, was spent
with Vicinamese ndividuals and groups 1o
whom Nhat Hani's lesters had given me ac-
cess. These included sorae of the top oilicials
of the Unificd Buddhist Church, members of
e Catholic peace movement; and students
and professors from scveral of the fve uni-
versities of South Vietnam.

The. most important single ovservation to
malke, I think, was the extent to which I
found Thich Nhat Hoah’s analysis of tbe
situation confirined: uamcly, that shere s
the potential for a subsiantial mitddie group-
ing of well-informed and sophisticated people
who are committed to peace but who also
wish to have o stance from which to deal on
oven torms with the Natjonal Liberation
Tront aid the North Victnamese.

Tue second hall of tals observation, how-
“cver, is raoce Gepressing: {t {5 that this middie
cooup is heing badly ¢roded Dy Q despair of
moderating the Awmerican posivion and by &
prowing conviction that the United Staics
does not In Tact want elilier peace or e
fintions. o “dnist leacers, student:
telectunl,, and Capholics allite ¢
ingly cynical about U.3. objeciive
mnon in vhelr
cussions., And the attribution of coioni
or nco-coloninlisy, goo smerica simp
serves o underline and conirm these claims
of tho Natlonal Liberation wont, This &
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The South Vietnamese Mindstry of Healih
2,000 children arc being placed

1 orphanages cach month; already there ave
€0,000 whose familles have “officlally”
perisiied

As the »easants flee from the bombers oh
¢ nand and Vietcong mobil 316 O
her, the numlbor of relugees apny 5
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000 acres of producing land has
oo chemically sterilized and counrtless (Ons
ol 1l e dncdible.
he course of such mounting hor-
varmous military leaders and sclentists
v s & “'laboratory” for ine
woand morve eifective weap-
adnhasive uapalm, which cilngs

G used e

“pagzor” bombs, gases, bomb-
and deloliants.
Jhe Morlin we can assume on the basis

6f recent reporis that the slwaation is 1ittle ~

wotser. alsgy. George Huessler, for cxample, a
noman Catholic Welfare representative in
Nortir Vietnam to prepare for humanitarian
vorn Wess Germany, reports 70 liealia
sacilities have been ail or partially destroyed
Gy pembing ralds,

vi1 Gite cotrse of sontinuing this nightmire,
wore thon £,000 Americans have givenr thel?
lives. Many more have been gravely wounded,

ail

How many of them could have deseribed,

nowever briedy, the regime for whose per-
pebuntion they gave their final sacridce?
How many nave been spirituaily woundaed

accomplices, hardened, perhiaps for ihe
rost of their lives, to human suffering and
smraunized against the finer humaon gualities
of sympashy aud compassion?

Tn the year that has passed since we lass
spoke, the welght of evidence against this war
hias reached mountainous proporvions.

We thovefore call again upon our coun-
trymen and goverament:

o stop the air astacks on both Norti and
Sournh Vietnam, ot once, uallaterally, nas
simply as o political move in the direction
& negotiations, but because those ntiacks
are an afirond to human decency and un-
worthy of a great people; )

Toe
military ferees from Vietnam, consistent
21 the 1054 Geneva Agrecments, to take ef~

vy arrangements to assure the Vietnamese
people & free cholce of government;

To state unequivocally U.S. readiness to ne~
sotlate an cnd to the war on the basis of
vhe 1054 Azreements, with the National Lib-
cration Front as one of the princlpals in the
negovintions.

We appeal to all concerned parties to pledge
shemselves to more reprasentative and re-
sponsible government in South Vietnam.

We ask our rellow Aniericans to begin the
work of repentance and healing in Vietnam.
We have padd for the malming. We cannot
excuse ourselves fromy the consequences.

We ask more fundamentally for a national
sxamination of conscionce. We Americans
hoast of a religious heritage; many spenk with
seorn of the “Godless.” Yet no act of brutel-
ivy inisiated by American or allicd forces,
secms to be o violatlon of the etiical values
Awmcricans proféss; at the same time, eneiny
atrocitles of far iesser magnitude are deciled
with vigor. ¢

“Every life on this planet s in some sense
subject to the declsicus made by the world’s
woalvhicst, most powertul people.
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glue to the itesh of is unforiu-

‘ess o clear intention to withdraw all.

seet immediately on conclusion of satisfac-’

Tn fact, &s never belore in man's history,
. are LOw conironted with the
fendaniented cholee: life, or death. '
It i lote, but not 00 late, to choose 1ife.
Colin W. Sell, Exec. Seoy., Amer. Friends
Sery. Coinm.; Rev. Daniel Berrigan, S.J.
Assop. Editor, Jeswit Missions; Rev.
Phillp Berrigan, 3.8.7., Curate, St. Peter
Claver Church, Daltimors, dMd. D,
Harold A, Bosley, Pastor, Christ Church
(MTethodist), NYC; Bishop Matthew .
1 Jr., Revircd Ifcthodist Bishop,
2.8, Mo, [b. Rov. Wiiliam Criv-
R wop of Erie, Pa.
RIS WIS DR Wb Past Presidext,
Lol of Churches; Ri. Rev.

o, Briscopal Bishop of

v

i Wanses; Rev. Ddward Dull, 8.
3., assoc. Prol oly Cross College,
Worcestie Rabbhi dMawrice N

Pau Turfey. Co-Dir., Zurcau of 56-
e, Ootin. Unlve Rabbl Bvor-
, The Jewish Center
Bishiop A. Raymond
disy Church; Dr.
wrasehel, Prol., . Jewish
Theo. Seminary of América; Rabdl
Zofiman, RReligious Counselor,
Solumbia Univercisy; Rev. Robers W.
Iovda, Baltor, The Liturgical Conier-~
cnee,
RL. mev. W. A, Lawrence, Rotired Epis-
copin nop of Western, Mass

Jan Lawson, Jr., Pastor, Centoi-
ary Church, Memphis, Tenn.:

M John Leo, Ained., Gditor, Comman-
mev, Roboert W, Moon, Mindsier,
; s Moth, Chureh, Sacramento,
rev., Jonn L. McXenzie, S.J.,
.. Univ. of Notre Dame; Rev. Rich-
ard NcSoriey, 8.7, Prof., Georgetown:
Univ., Washington, D. C.; Dr. John
Ollver Nelson, Director, Kirkridge Re-
treat Center; Rov. Richard Neuhaus,
Editor, Une Sencta; Bs. Rev, Msgr.
Tnomas J. Roese, Director, Cathwolic
Social Services; Rov. Peter Riga, Prol.,
55, Mary's College, St. Mary's, Calg
ey, W. Harold Row, Exec. Sec., Breth-
ver. Serviee Commission; Bister Mary
Corita, LEM. Graphic artist; Rev,
Annalee Stewart, Legislative & Branch
tindson, WILPT, Wash,, . C.; Dr. John
i, Swomley, Jr.,, Prof., St. Paul School
of Theology, Kansas Clty; Rabbl Jacob
Weinstein, Rabni, K.AM, Temple; Mr.
Herman Wi, Jv., Assce. Genl: 3ecy,
Board of Christian Social; Concerns,
Methodist -Church, :

VISIT TO SAIGON
(By Alfred Hassler, cxecubive secretary of
the Feillowship of Reconciliation, ihe In-
ternational Committee of Conscience on
Viectnam) .. ‘

My visit consisted of two week-lbng stays

. in Saigon, separated by four days in Hong

Kong, an arrangement that made it unncces-
sary to apply for a visa. The first week coin-
cided with the Vietnamese New Year (Tet)
and the truce arvanged for that period, Dur-
ing this- time I stayed one night at the
Hotel Caravelle and the rest of the week at
tho Hotel Majestic, both heavily patron-
ized by Amerlcans and widely reputed to he
under the close surveillance of the CIA, in-
cluding “bugged” rooms, etec. During the
sccond week I had o room in a vooming
houso aperated by a Buddiist family 1 an-

other scotion of the city, soméwnhat 1ess con- -

venient but considerably moxrd seeurs. |
Beesdse I came armed with warm lebters
of introduction frexa Thich Nhat Hanh, ¥ was
accepted rully into cireles ot people in Saigon
who, by their own admission. have not felt
able to talk frankly and honestly with s
American—or indeed any Westerner—for the

Z 2 w

Western groups

_Bouth Victnam

past two Fears: I ennnot say of personal
wnowledge ‘whcihdr thelr susplcions sbeut
+he near-total penetrivion by tho CIl4 of &1l
1+ Vietnam, ofictal and un-
omicial, are warranseri, buv I must assuwme
“hat on these matters they, and some of the
representatives of such Western groups who
<ond to conflrm thelr suspliclons, are better
informed than I.
CThals is cue of the first impressions ons
gots in Saigon tod o suspicion
that peny teby, and the almost
tosal lacis of cation hetween any of
ol tho Amcricans thare and those serments
[*N ietnainese % Ui are scriously
“iical hoth of

government. Since thils is
oa of vho population, the
WAily oening chasm
Licse and e Amer-
icnns who are o3 ere to wssist them.
n Saigon pro wicw runs {romn
acdnight to 4 agm., but on the edgos. of the
civy the household are required to stay
indoors arter dari, 1o suthorities “‘cannos
well themd 1o Viet Cong™ is the explana-
1t is srue, sinee many

oF thiem are d Viet Cong or lis sympd-

2 very large propo
consequence is o
ovween the Souit

tiomn, an
st

thizers. iden seirocistic attack rausv
o Dreve : shove 43 almost no hope
(o34 1 setracor once it has oc~
cu have seen bhim, or would
Lo abie o identily him if thoy had!l

The result of all this Is an atmosphere
more reminiscent of a police state than &
denmiceracy, even o democracy at war. Wheth-
or or ov the CIa iz actualiy as ubiquitous
as people believe iy ¥o he, the fact is hat
2 Vienanoeas see CIA agents sverywhere
and all relatlonships are dlstorted and fouled
by suspicion, . .

1 spent «ll of my sime in Saigon and Cho-~
101, vhe Chinese seovion of the city. I had
noped vo get ont at leasv 1o some of the
1 the School of Youth for
unseers work, but my hosts
considered, it 3o D& too dangerous for me to
do so and datly refused to take me. I netthor
sought nor had intsrviews with any officials
of cithier the South Viethamese or the Amer-
jcan govermments, or with members of the
press. £ did visit some of the voluntary agen-
cles whose headquarters are in Saigon, In-
cluding the Vietnamcse Christian Service op-
crated jointly by the Mennonites, Church
VWorid Service and Lutheran World Service;
{he American Fricnsds Service Committee, the
Tnternational Conmuaittec of the Red Cross,
ctc. Most of my time, however, was spent
with Vicinamese individuals and groups to
whom Nhat Hanih's letters had given me ac-
cess. These included some of tho top officials
of the Unificd Buddhist Chureh, members of
{he Catholic pecce movement; and students
and professors frora several of the five uni-
versities of South Vietnam. :

The. most imiportant single observation to
make, I think, was the extent to which ¢
found Thich Nhat Hanh’s analysis of the.
situation confirmel: namely, that there is
the potential for a substantial middle group-
ing of well-informed and sophisticated people

‘who are committed to peace but who also

wish to have a stance from which to deal on

cven terms with the National Liberation

Front and the North Vietnamese, :
Tiie second half of this observation, how-

_ever, Is move depressing: 1t 1s that this midale

group is being badly croded by a despalr of
moderating the Araerican position and by a
growing convictlon that the United States
does not in fact want cither pence or nego-
tiatlons. 3o dhlst leaders, students and in-
tellectunis, nad Cafholics alike grow increass
ingly cynical about U.S. objectives, and the
word “coloniallst” is common in thefr dis-
cussions, And the attribution of colonialist,
or neo-colonialist, goals to America simiply
serves to underline and confirm these clahns

of tho Natlenal TLiboration TFront. This is

-




